
Let Nevadans Vote Coalition - Voter ID 
 
During the 2015 Legislative Session, Nevada will see at least one Voter ID bill. 
These bills have been introduced in the past, but weren’t acted on due to the partisan 
divide over the issue, with Democrats traditionally opposing the issue and Republicans 
supporting it. Republican Governor Brian Sandoval, who has previously expressed 
support for Voter ID, easily won re-election, and the State Assembly and Senate shifted to 
Republican control. This marks the first time both houses and Governor were controlled 
by GOP since 1929. The newly elected Secretary of State, Barbara Cegavske, 
campaigned on a platform of Voter ID noting in her press release after inauguration, 
“Cegavske is a proponent of showing identification at polling places and will 
continue efforts to maintain the integrity of Nevada's elections.1” Now more than 
ever, our community needs to be educated and engaged on this issue. 
 
 

WHAT EXACTLY IS “VOTER ID,” ANYWAY? 
These laws require that registered voters show ID before they're allowed to vote. Exactly what they need to show varies. 
Some states require a government-issued photo, while in others a current utility bill or bank statement is sufficient. 
 
A total of 13 states passed more restrictive voter ID laws 
between 2011 and 2014. Nine states passed strict photo 
ID requirements, meaning a citizen cannot cast a ballot 
that will count without a specific kind of government-
issued photo ID, and an additional four states passed 
less strict ID requirements. In Nevada no document is 
required to vote. 
 
Many Americans do not have the necessary identification 
that these laws require, and face barriers to voting as a 
result. According to a Brennan Center study, confirmed 
by numerous independent studies, 11 percent of 
Americans do not have government-issued photo ID. 
Former Secretary of State Ross Miller estimated 10 percent of Nevadans lack photo ID. Research also shows Voter ID 
laws disproportionately harm low-income people, racial and ethnic minorities, individuals with mental and physical 
disabilities, and the elderly. 
 
VOTING IS A FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT 

● The right to vote is protected by more constitutional amendments - the 1st, 14th, 15th, 19th, 24th and 26th - than 
any other right we enjoy as Americans. There are additional federal and state laws which guarantee and protect 
voting rights, as well as declarations by the Supreme Court that the right to vote is fundamental because it is 
protective of all our other rights. 

 
VOTER ID REQUIREMENTS ARE A SOLUTION IN SEARCH OF A PROBLEM 

● Currently in Nevada, you only have to verify your identity and residency ONCE, when you initially register. A 
Nevada's DMV ID card number OR the last four digits of your social security number is written on the form and 
checked against databases. Often this is all it takes, but if additional documents are needed, a wide variety can 
be used including documents that lack a photograph. 

● Your identity is verified when you vote by signing the poll book and having your signatures compared. 
● Pew Election Performance Index ranked NV # 5 in the country for 2012 election due to low wait times, minimal 

problems, and good data systems. The current system not only works, but is one list Nevada can take pride in 
being at the top of. 

                                                
1 Barbara Cegavske Sworn In as Nevada Secretary of State, Outlines Key Priorities (http://nvsos.gov/index.aspx?recordid=1781&page=23 ) 



● Nevada’s current system works! It has caught the few attempts at voter registration or voter fraud that have 
occurred in Nevada. There is no credible evidence that in-person impersonation voter fraud -- the only type of 
fraud that photo IDs could prevent – is even a minor problem. 

● It is important instead to focus on both expanding the ease and efficiency of the franchise and ending practices 
that truly threaten the integrity of the elections, such as improper voter purges or the intentional harassment or 
deception of voters. None of these issues, however, are addressed with a photo ID requirement. 

 
NO ELIGIBLE CITIZEN SHOULD HAVE TO PAY TO VOTE 

● Requiring voters to obtain an ID in order to vote is tantamount to a poll tax. Although some states issue IDs for 
free, the birth certificates, passports, or other documents required to obtain a government-issued ID cost money, 
and many Americans simply cannot afford to pay for them. 

● Aside from the costs of obtaining documentation, many Americans cannot afford to take one or more days off 
work to visit government offices, sometimes on public transportation which also costs money. 

● Because voters can’t be charged a poll tax, the cost of this tax is passed on to the state’s taxpayers, who incur 
sizable costs when providing IDs to voters who do not have them. Given the financial strain many states already 
are experiencing, this is an unnecessary allocation of taxpayer dollars. 

 
VOTER ID LAWS ARE DISCRIMINATORY 

● Voter ID laws have a disproportionate and unfair impact on low-income individuals, racial and ethnic minority 
voters, students, senior citizens, voters with disabilities, transgender individuals, and others who do not have a 
current government-issued ID or the money to acquire one. 

● Research shows that 11% of US citizens – or more than 21 million Americans -- do not have government-issued 
photo identification. As many as 25% of African American citizens of voting age do not have a government-issued 
photo ID, compared to only 8% of their white counterparts. 18% of Americans over the age of 65 (or 6 million 
senior citizens) do not have a government-issued photo ID. 

 
VOTER ID LAWS LIMIT ACCESS TO THE VOTING BOOTH AND HINDER VOTERS’ RIGHT TO CAST A BALLOT 

● Any requirement that citizens show a photo at the polls reintroduces an enormous amount of discretion into the 
balloting process, thus creating opportunities for discrimination at the polls against racial, ethnic, gender and 
language minority voters. Most polling places rely on volunteers or poll workers with minimal training to check in 
voters and answer questions. There is a risk that inadequately trained workers could inadvertently turn away and 
disfranchise even properly documented voters. 

 
VOTER ID LAWS ARE EXPENSIVE 

• Voter ID laws will cost millions of dollars, including $1.5 to $3 million in free ID issuance and in lost revenue to the 
state and millions more in ongoing implementation costs, public education, and litigation costs.  

• Costs associated with Voter ID laws include providing free IDs to voters that lack adequate identification, public 
education about the increased requirements, training for election staff and volunteers, revised election materials, 
increased production of provisional ballots, and potential litigation 

 
VOTER ID REQUIREMENTS ARE A STEP BACKWARDS 

● Voter ID requirements are a dangerous and misguided step backwards in our ongoing quest for a more 
democratic society. Elected officials should be seeking ways to encourage more voters, not arbitrarily denying 
voters the ability to cast their ballots. Photo ID requirements present substantial barriers to the constitutional right  
to vote, and negatively affect voter participation. 


