
June 9, 2020 

 

Governor Sisolak, 

We are writing to you as the Fair Maps Nevada coalition.  

In her recent order on our federal motion, Judge Du ruled that Fair Maps Nevada is entitled to an extension of the 
ballot signature submission deadline, but not to the use of electronic signatures. Judge Du indicated that is your 
decision under NRS Chapter 414. 

We implore you to exercise this discretion and follow the lead of Colorado’s Democratic Governor by issuing an 
Executive Order to  

● Suspend the in-person validation of petition signatures and allow petition signers to affix their 
voter registration signatures to our petition through the online voter registration system.  

If Nevadans have a right to a mail-in primary election, which includes a brand-new electronic signature program that 
allows voters who forget to sign their ballot envelopes to sign electronically, to protect from spreading the 
coronavirus, then they should also have a right to safely engage in the petition process. Voting rights and petition 
rights are both in our state’s constitution and recognized by Judge Du.   

If we are forced to engage in signature gathering activities that defy social distancing guidance, we could possibly 
spread COVID-19 and numerous groups could be excluded from signing our petition because they are at high risk 
for contracting and succumbing to the virus.  This includes, the elderly, individuals with chronic diseases, voters 
who are immunocompromised, many voters with disabilities, minority communities who have already been 
disproportionately affected by the virus, and the family members of these high risk groups who are trying their best 
to keep their loved ones safe and healthy.  All of these groups will be avoiding answering their doors and attending 
large events where petitions will circulate. 

Significantly, Nevadans serving out-of-state or overseas in the military or in civilian capacities also will suffer as 
they are always excluded from signing ballot petitions despite the fact that their right to vote is guaranteed by state 
and federal law. 

By using the online voter registration system, the county clerks will be spared the usual burden of manually 
verifying tens of thousands of signatures at the end of the process since only eligible voters can enter the system. 
Thus, eligibility will be confirmed at the time of signing.  

Governor Jared Polis has implemented an executive order to ensure direct democracy is protected for citizens of 
Colorado: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a5cIO1m4o8-L9H--PLjRUFAXy96criDD/view 

We are asking you for a similar fair chance for Nevada’s citizens to engage in direct democracy as well.  

Nevadans who agree with us are currently signing our petition to encourage you to act: 

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/protect-direct-democracy-in-nevada?source=direct_link& 

Again, we are only asking that the executive order cover the amendment ballot questions, which Judge Du addressed 
in her order, and for a fair chance to convince enough Nevadans to sign our petition. 

Fair Maps Nevada Coalition 

The League of Women Voters of Nevada 

Indivisible Northern Nevada 
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